
STEM MASS MEDIA 

OVERVIEW 

Applying leadership and 21st century skills, participants 

utilize written and verbal communication skills designed 

for a mass audience to convey a news story revolving 

around a designated theme in both a video broadcast 

(preliminary) and a digital written format (semifinals). 

Participants must demonstrate a strong understanding of 

journalism etiquette and common practices of the field. 

ELIGIBILITY 

Two (2) teams of two to three (2-3) members per chapter 

may participate. 

TIME LIMITS 

PRE-CONFERENCE 

A. All components of the chapter's news broadcast

must be finished, submitted, and accessible via

the Internet by 5:00 pm March 1, 2024.

B. Broadcast time slot is 4 minutes. Participants

have four (4) minutes to present an informative

news story on a scientific topic {see themes).

C. Points will be deducted for every 5 seconds

under or over 4:00 minutes.

SEMIFINAL ROUND 

A. Participants will be given ten (10) minutes to read

over a provided briefing of the selected

individuals that describes the work of a selected

business or industry professional and plan

interview questions for the individuals.

B. Following the briefing, there will be a 1/2 hour

press conference where all teams can ask

questions of the individuals.

C. Participants are then given twenty-four (24) hours

to produce an original digital news article.

Examples of appropriate news stories can be

found here.

ATTIRE 

TSA competition attire is required. 

PROCEDURE 

PRELIMINARY ROUND 

A. For this year's theme, participants choose either

i. The science behind, and benefits of, cloud 

seeding OR

ii. The use of bacteria to mitigate plastic waste

B. Participants prepare a news broadcast that presents 

the information from the annual theme in an 

informative and creative manner while abiding to the 

time constraints.

C. All components of the chapter's news broadcast 

must be finished, submitted, and accessible via the 

Internet by 5:00 pm March 1, 2024.

PRELIMINARY ROUND 

A. Judges independently assess the entries to

determine the top twelve (12) semifinalists.

B. A list of twelve (12) semifinalists (in random order) is

posted.

SEMIFINAL ROUND 

A. Semifinalist teams report at the time and place stated 

in the conference program to sign up for a

briefing/interview time slot.

B. Semifinalist teams may be represented by two (2) to 

three (3) members.

C. Semifinalists are given ten (10) minutes to read over a 

provided written brief on the topic for the digital 

journalism challenge and to prepare interview 

questions.

D. Following the briefing, there will be a 1/2 hour press 

conference where all teams can ask questions of the 

individuals.

E. Semifinalist teams are given twenty-four (24) hours to 

produce a digital news story detailing the information 

provided in the briefing and gathered in the interview.

F. Judges independently assess the news stories.

G. The top ten (10) finalists are announced at the awards 

ceremony.

REGULATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 

Students will work to develop their leadership and 21st 

century skills in the process of preparing for and 

Technology Student Association (TSA) High School Competitive Events Guide for the 2025 and 2026 National TSA Conference. 
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